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MassMutual Awards Arizona Autism Speaks $10,000 to Honor Volunteer Efforts of President of Local Financial Service Firm
Scottsdale, AZ, October 27, 2015 –Autism Speaks Arizona has received a $10,000 grant from Massachusetts Mutual Life Insurance Company (MassMutual) as part of its national Community Service Award (CSA) program. MassMutual made the grant on behalf of the volunteer efforts of Jeffrey (Jeff) Dollarhide, CFP®, CLU®, CLTC, President, CEO & Managing Partner of MassMutual Arizona, located in Scottsdale. Autism Speaks is one of only sixteen organizations nationally to receive an award.

“MassMutual’s Community Service Awards program aims to encourage and recognize those financial professionals who are active members of their community,” said Nick Fyntrilakis, Vice President of Community Responsibility, MassMutual. Jeff’s volunteer work reflects MassMutual’s steadfast commitment to supporting organizations in the communities where our financial professionals live and work.”

The mission of Autism Speaks is to change the future for all who struggle with an autism spectrum disorder.
“This grant is instrumental in our efforts to raise awareness about autism and its effects on individuals, families, and society and to bring hope to those who deal with its hardships,” explained Marianne Sullivan, Community Relations Manager, Autism Speaks. “The funds will be used to host a town hall meeting on transition planning on September 30, and another event on safety concerns in the spring,” she added.

As leader of MassMutual Arizona for the last 15 years, Dollarhide has developed a passion and skill in helping families protect the financial future of loved ones with special needs. He first learned of Autism Speaks 7 years ago when a client introduced him to the organization. He has since dedicated countless hours of time and talent to help the organization grow and flourish, and has inspired several members of his firm to become involved as well. 
“We are extremely grateful to Jeff and the Arizona SpecialCare Planning Team   for generously sharing their expertise with our community. Long range financial and estate planning is greatly needed … and appreciated, by the families we serve,” Sullivan added. 

“My commitment to Autism Speaks has been matched by many caring individuals in my office, and it is our privilege to join such a fine organization’s efforts by becoming a resource for other families,” said Dollarhide. “We are all very pleased by MassMutual’s recognition of our efforts.”
In addition to funding the upcoming Autism Speaks Transition Planning Town Hall, Dollarhide will serve as Moderator. The topic is Transitioning from Adolescence to Adulthood and it will feature discussions regarding school transitions, community living and legal matters for consideration.  It will be held at 11001 N Black Canyon Highway, in Phoenix on September 30, 2015 with a Resource Fair beginning at 6:30 p.m., followed by a Panel Discussion from 7:00-8:30 p.m. Register by visiting www.events.autismspeaks.org/transitionaz. For more information about MassMutual Arizona’s special care program, visit www.specialcareaz.com.
About MassMutual

Founded in 1851, MassMutual is a leading mutual life insurance company that is run for the benefit of its members and participating policyowners. The company has a long history of financial strength and strong performance, and although dividends are not guaranteed, MassMutual has paid dividends to eligible participating policyowners consistently since the 1860s. With whole life insurance as its foundation, MassMutual provides products to help meet the financial needs of clients, such as life insurance, disability income insurance, long term care insurance, retirement/401(k) plan services, and annuities. In addition, the company’s strong and growing network of financial professionals helps clients make good financial decisions for the long-term.

MassMutual Financial Group is a marketing name for Massachusetts Mutual Life Insurance Company (MassMutual) and its affiliated companies and sales representatives. MassMutual is headquartered in Springfield, Massachusetts and its major affiliates include: Babson Capital Management LLC; Baring Asset Management Limited; Cornerstone Real Estate Advisers LLC; The First Mercantile Trust Company; MassMutual International LLC; MML Investors Services, LLC, Member FINRA and SIPC; OppenheimerFunds, Inc.; and The MassMutual Trust Company, FSB.
For more information, visit www.specialcareaz.com or 'Like" MassMutual on Facebook. 
About Autism 

Autism is a general term used to describe a group of complex developmental brain disorders – autism spectrum disorders – caused by a combination of genes and environmental influences. These disorders are characterized, in varying degrees, by communication difficulties, social and behavioral challenges, and repetitive behaviors. An estimated 1 in 68 children in the U.S. is on the autism spectrum. 

About Autism Speaks 

Autism Speaks is the world’s leading autism science and advocacy organization. It is dedicated to funding research into the causes, prevention, treatments and a cure for autism; increasing awareness of autism spectrum disorders; and advocating for the needs of individuals with autism and their families. Autism Speaks was founded in February 2005 by Suzanne and Bob Wright, the grandparents of a child with autism. Mr. Wright is the former vice chairman of General Electric and chief executive officer of NBC and NBC Universal. Since its inception, Autism Speaks has committed $560 million to its mission, the majority in science and medical research. Each year, Walk Now for Autism Speaks events are held in nearly 100 cities across North America. On the global front, Autism Speaks has established partnerships in more than 70 countries on five continents to foster international research, services and awareness. To learn more about Autism Speaks, please visit AutismSpeaks.org.
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